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verification, to area-based data collection and 
management, farm-level sampling, and partici-
patory monitoring; 

• Ensure the rigor and credibility of area-based 
approaches by advising on appropriate verifica-
tion frameworks and traceability solutions;

• Capture and share learning about how 
farm-by-farm and area approaches can 
best complement each other to shift entire 
aquaculture regions to more sustainable 
production.

Our organizations recognize that Partnership 
Assurance Models are emerging, and we welcome 
discussion and collaboration to test, improve, 
and scale this approach to transform different 
aquaculture sectors, achieve meaningful sustain-
ability impacts, and support companies to fulfil 
their sustainability commitments. 

Please contact Tim Moore, Resonance (aqua_

whitepaper@resonanceglobal.com) with comments, 

questions, and collaboration inquiries on this paper. 



The Partnership Assurance Model    22

About the Partners

IDH, THE SUSTAINABLE TRADE INITIATIVE
IDH convenes companies, CSOs, governments, and others in public-private partnerships. Together we 
drive the joint design, co-funding and prototyping of new economically viable approaches to realize 
green and inclusive growth at scale in commodity sectors and sourcing areas. IDH has developed the VSA 
concept in field pilots and through conversations with local and global stakeholders, producers, traders, 
and end-buyers. For more information, visit https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com 

MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM 
With a mission to inspire conservation of the ocean, the Monterey Bay Aquarium is the most admired 
aquarium in the United States, a leader in science education and a voice for ocean conservation through 
comprehensive programs in marine science and public policy. The Aquarium’s Seafood Watch® program 
is part of a comprehensive initiative to improve the sustainability of global fisheries and aquaculture 
through scientific research, policy leadership, industry partnerships, and business and consumer 
engagement. More information is available at montereybayaquarium.org and seafoodwatch.org 

RESONANCE 
Resonance is a consulting firm delivering market-based solutions to solve the world’s toughest 
challenges. The company has built over 300 partnerships and delivered solutions that enable businesses 
to achieve their growth objectives, NGOs to fulfill their missions, and development agencies to reach 
billions of individuals born into poverty. For more information, visit www.resonanceglobal.com  

SGS
SGS is the world’s leading inspection, verification, testing, and certification company. They are recognized 
as the global benchmark for quality and integrity. For more information, visit www.sgs.com 

SEAGREEN RESEARCH
Seagreen Research delivers a variety of services in the field of sustainable aquaculture with a focus on 
understanding, assessing, quantifying and improving aquaculture’s environmental impacts, defining 
“sustainable” aquaculture within broader food systems, and supporting the growth and market access of 
better producers.
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TUCKER CONSULTING SERVICES, LLC
Tucker Consulting Services offers expertise in the field of sustainable aquaculture. Services include 
project management; standards and framework development; assessment, analysis, review, and 
reporting of scientific data and information; development of innovative assurance and verification 
systems; compliance support; and United States aquaculture policy.

THAI UNION AND CHICKEN OF THE SEA
Thai Union Group PCL is the world’s seafood leader bringing high quality, healthy, tasty, and innovative 
seafood products to customers across the world for more than 40 years. In 2018, Thai Union was rated 
No. 1 in the Food Products Industry in the Dow Jones Sustainability Index, led by top scores for its 
SeaChange® sustainability strategy. Chicken of the Sea, the US subsidiary of Thai Union Group PCL, is 
headquartered in El Segundo, California. 

THE ASIAN SEAFOOD IMPROVEMENT COLLABORATIVE
The Asian Seafood Improvement Collaborative is an innovative, stakeholder-driven platform to  
advance sustainable fisheries and aquaculture in Southeast Asia. For more information, visit  
www.asicollaborative.org



The Partnership Assurance Model    24

Bibliography

AFI. (2018). Operational guidance on monitoring and verification: Draft for workshopping. Accountability 
Framework Initiative. Retrieved from https://accountability-framework.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/
Op-Guidance-on-Monitoring-and-Verification-DRAFT-2018-12.pdf

Asian Seafood Improvement Collaborative. (Accessed April 12, 2019). Retrieved from www.asicollabora-
tive.org.  

Bone, J., Clavelle, T., Ferreira, J. G., Grant, J., Ladner, I., Immink, A., . . .Taylor, N. G. H. (2018). Best practices 
for aquaculture management: Guidance for implementing the ecosystem approach in Indonesia and 
beyond. Conservation International, Sustainable Fisheries Partnerships, and University of California 
Santa Barbara. Retrieved from http://sp13.conservation.org/global/indonesia/media/Documents/Best_
Practices_for_Aquaculture_Management.pdf

Conservation Alliance for Seafood Solutions. (2017). A common vision for sustainable seafood. Retrieved 
from https://solutionsforseafood.org/resources/common-vision/ 

Datassentials. (2017). Foodbytes Seafood Keynote Report. 

FAO. (2018). The state of world fisheries and aquaculture – Meeting the sustainable development goals. 
Rome: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Retrieved from http://www.fao.org/3/
i9540en/i9540en.pdf

FAO and World Bank. (2011). The global program on fisheries: Strategic vision for fisheries and 
aquaculture. Retrieved from http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/890791468315322576/
pdf/695440WP0Septe00604020120Box369278B.pdf

GFSI. (2014). GFSI global markets programme: Roadmap to safer food and market access. Accessed 
December 14, 2018.  Retrieved from https://www.mygfsi.com/files/Information_Kit/GlobalMarketsPro-
gramme_onepager.pdf

IDH. (2018). Verified sourcing areas (VSAs): An IDH developed concept. IDH, The Sustainable Trade 
Initiative. Retrieved from https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/verified-sourcing-areas/

ISEAL. (2018). ISEAL codes of good practice. ISEAL Alliance. Retrieved from https://www.isealalliance.org

ISO. (2018). ISO 19011, Guidelines for auditing management systems. Retrieved from https://www.iso.
org/standard/70017.html

ISO. (2015). ISO/IEC 17021-1 – Conformity assessment: Requirements for bodies providing audit and 
certification of management systems – Part 1: Requirements. Retrieved from https://www.iso.org/
standard/61651.html



The Partnership Assurance Model    25

Kobayashi, M., Msangi, S., Batka, M., Vannuccini, S., Dey, M. M., Anderson, J. L. (2015). Fish to 2030: The 
role and opportunity for aquaculture. Aquaculture Economics and Management, 19, no. 3.

Mallet, P., D’Hollander, D. (ISEAL); Oswald, K., Fishman, A., Gamble, L. (WWF). (2019). Credible assurance at 
a landscape scale – Discussion Paper 2019. ISEAL Alliance and WWF. Retrieved from https://www.isealal-
liance.org/sites/default/files/resource/2019-03/Credible-Landscape-Assurance-Discussion-Paper_WWF_
ISEAL_03_2019.pdf

Marine Stewardship Council and Globescan. (2018, October). Understanding and activating seafood 
consumers – Asia-Pacific. Retrieved from https://www.msc.org/docs/default-source/default-docu-
ment-library/for-business/msc-globescan-understanding-consumers-webinar-deck---asia-pacific.pdf?s-
fvrsn=1abf2180_4 

Marine Stewardship Council and Globescan. (2018, October). Understanding and activating seafood 
consumers – Europe. Retrieved from https://www.msc.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/
for-business/msc-globescan-understanding-consumers-webinar-deck---europe.pdf?sfvrsn=55bdd33f_4

Marine Stewardship Council and Globescan. (2018, October). Understanding and activating seafood 
consumers – North America. Retrieved from https://www.msc.org/docs/default-source/default-docu-
ment-library/for-business/msc-globescan-understanding-consumers-webinar-deck---north-america.pdf?s-
fvrsn=5983a2de_6

Molenaar, J.W., Gorter, J., Heilbron, L., Simons, L., Vorley, B., Blackmore, E., Dallinger, J. (2015). “Sustainable 
sector transformation: How to drive sustainability performance in smallholder-dominated agricultural 
sectors?” (White Paper 1). Commissioned by IFC. Aidenvironment, NewForesight, and IIED. 

Roheim, C. A., Bush, S. R., Asche, F., Sanchirico, J. N., and Uchida, H. (2018, August). Evolution and future of 
the sustainable seafood market. Nature Sustainability 1, 392–398.

Potts, J., Wilkings, J., Lynch, M., McFatridge, M. (2016). State of sustainability initiatives review: Standards 
and the blue economy. Winnipeg: International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD).

ISO. (2015). ISO/IEC 17021-1 – Conformity assessment: Requirements for bodies providing audit and 
certification of management systems - Part 1: Requirements. Retrieved from https://www.iso.org/
standard/61651.html

World Bank. (2013). Fish to 2030: Prospects for fisheries and aquaculture. Washington, DC: World Bank. 

UN. (2015). UNGP Reporting Framework: Assurance of human rights performance and reporting. Mazars 
and Shift.




